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Textron Systems Completes Hybrid Quadrotor Proof of Concept Integration 

on Aerosonde™ SUAS 
 

Technology Expands System’s Mission Set, Flexibility 
 

HUNT VALLEY, Md. — APRIL 28, 2016 — Textron Systems Unmanned Systems, a Textron Inc. 

(NYSE: TXT) business, announced today the successful demonstration of the Aerosonde™ Small 

Unmanned Aircraft System (SUAS) enabled with Hybrid Quadrotor™ technology – allowing the 

system to take-off and land vertically to significantly increase mission flexibility.  

 

With assistance from Latitude Engineering and Cloud Cap Technology, the Textron Systems’ 

proof-of-concept work combines the vertical takeoff and landing (VTOL) capabilities of a multi-

rotor platform with the efficiency, speed and endurance of the Aerosonde SUAS fixed-wing 

aircraft. With the addition of VTOL capabilities, the system retains service proven capability within 

a smaller more portable footprint.  

 

“With its size, endurance and power, as well as experience in harsh environments from desert 

heat to the Arctic air, the Aerosonde SUAS has already proven its multi-mission capabilities,” said 

Vice President of Small/Medium Endurance Unmanned Aircraft Systems David Phillips. “Now, 

with the potential to add VTOL capabilities, the mission possibilities are almost endless. The 

system could be launched from the smallest operational areas – adding an array of applications 

both on land and at sea.”  

 

Textron Systems’ highly reliable and multi-mission capable Aerosonde SUAS has amassed more 

than 130,000 flight hours in commercial and military operations around the world. The system 

incorporates the purpose-built Lycoming EL-005 Heavy Fuel Engine for benchmark-setting 

reliability and performance. The Aerosonde system is a multi-mission capable UAS that offers the 

ability to simultaneously support electro optical/infrared full motion video, communications relay, 
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Automatic Identification Systems, and intelligence payloads within a single flight.  

 

About Textron Systems  
Textron Systems’ businesses develop and integrate products, services and support for aerospace 
and defense customers, as well as civil and commercial customers including those in law 
enforcement, security, border patrol and critical infrastructure protection around the globe.  
Harnessing agility and a broad base of expertise, Textron Systems’ innovative businesses 
design, manufacture, field and support comprehensive solutions that expand customer 
capabilities and deliver value. Textron Systems consists of its Advanced Information Solutions, 
Electronic Systems, Geospatial Solutions, Lycoming Engines, Marine & Land Systems, Support 
Solutions, TRU Simulation + Training, Unmanned Systems and Weapon & Sensor Systems 
businesses. More information is available at www.textronsystems.com. 
 
About Textron Inc. 
Textron Inc. is a multi-industry company that leverages its global network of aircraft, defense, 
industrial and finance businesses to provide customers with innovative solutions and services. 
Textron is known around the world for its powerful brands such as Bell Helicopter, Cessna, 
Beechcraft, Hawker, Jacobsen, Kautex, Lycoming, E-Z-GO, Greenlee, Textron Systems, and 
TRU Simulation + Training. For more information visit: www.textron.com. 
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Certain statements in this press release may project revenues or describe strategies, goals, 
outlook or other non-historical matters; these forward-looking statements speak only as of the 
date on which they are made, and we undertake no obligation to update them. These statements 
are subject to known and unknown risks, uncertainties, and other factors that may cause our 
actual results to differ materially from those expressed or implied by such forward-looking 
statements. 
 

Hybrid Quadrotor is a trademark of Latitude Engineering. 

Cloud Cap Technology is a business of UTC Aerospace Systems, a unit of United Technologies 
Corp. (NYSE: UTX).  
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