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Delivers pre-built analytics for novices, experts or C-Suite executives

 

Teradata (NYSE: TDC), the big data analytics and marketing applications company, today introduced the Teradata®

Aster® Connector for Spark, an industry-�rst integration of Apache Spark analytics with Teradata Aster Analytics.

The connector enables pre-built analytics functions from both solutions to be executed from Aster Analytics to form

a truly multi-genre advanced analytics environment. The result is that virtually anyone who can use Aster Analytics

can also run advanced analytics on Spark without the need to learn or know Scala.

The Teradata Aster Connector for Spark democratizes big data through self-service, business- focused, analytic

solutions. By enabling ease-of-use for many business users, companies can more quickly identify revenue-driving

insights and accelerate business performance. Speci�cally, the Teradata Aster Connector for Spark gives users

many choices and bene�ts:

1) Customers can now use techniques from both Aster Analytics and Spark (example, Teradata Aster nPath®, used

for pattern matching, and deep learning neural network analysis with Spark), and can choose the technique for

implementation that generates the best insights upon evaluation.

2) Customers can pipeline various functions together in one work�ow that can be executed in Aster Analytics. For

example, a text parser function from Aster Analytics can be invoked, followed by a Spark machine learning

algorithm, to support the development of an illuminating data model. This sequence can be replicated for other

function types.

3) Customers can run a clustering algorithm in Aster Analytics, and a similar one in Spark, and compare results to

see which approach is preferred.
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https://www.teradata.com/
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http://spark.apache.org/
https://www.teradata.com/products-and-services/analytics-from-aster-overview/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scala_(programming_language)
https://community.teradata.com/aster/articles/aster-npath-guide
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Deep_learning


“There’s huge interest in the in-memory performance and analytical capabilities of Spark, but the universe of data

professionals with Spark skills and experience is still quite small as compared to those with SQL skills,” said Doug

Henschen, vice president and principal analyst, Constellation Research. “Customers seek an ensemble of analytical

capabilities expressed in SQL and SQL-like expressions. Moreover, they want in-memory performance and

analytical capabilities while abstracting users from complex and unfamiliar Spark interfaces and coding.”

Raghu Chakravarthi, vice president of Teradata Aster Engineering, emphasized the value of use cases enabled by

the Teradata Aster Connector for Spark.

“The beauty of the Teradata Aster Connector for Spark is its application for a variety of use cases in just about any

industry,” said Chakravarthi. “For instance, Aster can be the repository for customer data and �nance data. Once

Aster pre-processes these, machine learning from Spark can be applied to create automatic credit ratings for each

customer. Analysts could then use these credit ratings as one variable in a predictive model that ascertains the

likelihood of, say, this customer purchasing a new automobile in the next 12 months.”

Another use case arena for the Teradata Aster Connector for Spark is The Internet of Things, where large volumes

of sensor data are ingested and pre-processed using Aster Analytics. This data can be passed on to Spark for

analysis using deep learning techniques. Data on home sensors and thermostats can be combined with other

information such as geo-location, resident demographics, and weather conditions to determine usage patterns, to

predict instrument wear and tear, and to proactively activate household appliances in response to changing

environmental conditions.

Chakravarthi also noted examples in the retail sector, where customer transaction information could be passed to a

clustering algorithm like k-means to create product groups – and combined with customer comment data or

product reviews to create new insights. He also said �nancial institutions could mine interaction information to

understand the distinct set of conditions that could result in churn. Using Spark to ingest parsed and transformed

data from Aster Analytics, additional analytics could be run to determine churn drivers.

The Teradata Aster Connector for Spark will be generally available on a global basis in the fourth quarter of 2016.

This announcement is being made at the Spark Summit 2016, where Teradata is a Silver Sponsor and o�ering

demonstrations in Booth C2.

Relevant News Links

• Learn more about multi-genre analytics with Teradata Aster Analytics
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https://www.teradata.com/news-releases/2016/teradata-unveils-specialops-iot-analytics-team-aimed-at-making-it-easier-to-analyze-the-internet-of-things/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/K-means_clustering
https://spark-summit.org/2016/
https://www.teradata.com/products-and-services/analytics-from-aster-overview/


• The Teradata ASTER COMMUNITY WEB PAGE: Click here to see what’s happening

• Finally! A true customer satisfaction score: More on the CSI Analytic solution

• Read all about it: Recent Northwestern University Hackathon led by Teradata Aster

 

About Teradata

At Teradata, we believe that people thrive when empowered with trusted information. We o�er the most complete

cloud analytics and data platform for AI. By delivering harmonized data and trusted AI, we enable more con�dent

decision-making, unlock faster innovation, and drive the impactful business results organizations need most. See

how at Teradata.com.
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