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Survey of senior UK lawyers reveals cost uncertainty, enforcement risk and board scrutiny are
rede�ning the disputes landscape

LONDON, July 7, 2026 /PRNewswire/ -- Many commercially viable legal claims are never pursued
because of cost and risk concerns, according to The London Disputes Report 2026, published today by
Burford Capital in association with The Lawyer. The �ndings indicate that economic considerations
increasingly determine not only whether disputes are pursued, but also how they are managed and
resolved.

Based on a survey of senior UK lawyers and in-depth interviews with general counsel, heads of legal
departments and law �rm partners, the research reveals a signi�cant shift in how businesses approach
commercial litigation and arbitration. While legal merits remain critical, decisions are increasingly
shaped by commercial realities including legal costs, duration, recoverability and anticipated return on
investment, with disputes increasingly evaluated as business assets rather than purely legal matters.
The research also highlights growing board involvement in dispute strategy and increasing demand for
tools that improve predictability, manage risk and support more informed decision-making.

Key �ndings:

73% agree boards are becoming more sophisticated in viewing disputes as �nancial assets
  

67% agree that many strong claims are never pursued because of cost or risk concerns
  

85% agree that risk-transfer tools such as legal �nance improve litigation decision-making
  

84% believe businesses expect greater cost certainty than law �rms can provide
  

60% agree settlement decisions are often driven by management fatigue rather than case
strength

  
73% of in-house and private practice lawyers report some direct experience with legal �nance
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"The London Disputes Report 2026 highlights a signi�cant shift in how businesses approach disputes,"
said Philipp Leibfried, Managing Director at Burford Capital. "Boards, executives and legal teams are
increasingly evaluating litigation and arbitration as business assets and liabilities that require the same
�nancial discipline applied to any other corporate investment. Cost, risk, cash �ow and recoverability
now sit alongside legal merits at the heart of dispute decision-making."

Leibfried added: "The research shows that disputes are increasingly being evaluated through the same
lens companies apply to other business investments. Organizations want a clearer understanding of
likely outcomes, costs, risks and recoverability before committing capital and management attention to
a dispute."

The London Disputes Report 2026 is available to download here.

About Burford Capital
 Burford Capital is the leading global �nance and asset management �rm focused on law. Its businesses

include litigation �nance and risk management, asset recovery and a wide range of legal �nance and
advisory activities. Burford is publicly traded on the New York Stock Exchange (NYSE: BUR) and the
London Stock Exchange (LSE: BUR) and works with companies and law �rms around the world from its
global network of o�ces.

For more information, please visit www.burfordcapital.com. 

This communication shall not constitute an o�er to sell, or a solicitation of an o�er to buy, any
ordinary shares or other securities of Burford Capital or any of its a�liates.

View original content:https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/new-research-from-burford-capital-
and-the-lawyer-two-thirds-of-lawyers-say-strong-claims-go-unpursued-because-of-cost-
302819248.html
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