
Aqeel Al Zarouni, Assistant Director General at UAE General Civil Aviation Authority, presents

the acceptance certi�cate to Nikhil Goel, Chief Commercial O�cer at Archer, and Captain

Ramandeep Oberoi, CEO at Falcon Aviation Services.

NEWS RELEASE

Archer Secures Design Approval For UAE’s First
Hybrid Heliport, Paving The Way For Commercial Air
Taxi Service In Abu Dhabi

2025-04-23

The UAE’s aviation regulator, the General Civil Aviation Agency (GCAA), has approved the design for the

planned transformation of the Abu Dhabi Cruise Terminal helipad into a hybrid heliport for both helicopter

and eVTOL aircraft operations

The goal is for this location to become the �rst site ready for eVTOL aircraft operations in the UAE, providing

direct access to the Abu Dhabi Port, the Louvre Abu Dhabi, Saadiyat Island and the Corniche

Archer is working to transform this helipad alongside its infrastructure partner Falcon Aviation in close

coordination with the GCAA

The parties aim to complete this transformation in the second half of 2025 as part of Archer’s broader UAE

infrastructure network for its early air taxi commercial service in partnership with leading operator Abu Dhabi

Aviation (ADA)

ABU DHABI, United Arab Emirates--(BUSINESS WIRE)-- The General Civil Aviation Agency (GCAA) has approved the

design for the planned transformation of an Abu Dhabi Cruise Terminal helipad into a hybrid heliport for both

helicopter and eVTOL aircraft operations.

Archer (NYSE: ACHR) is working

to transform this helipad

alongside its infrastructure

partner Falcon Aviation in close

coordination with the GCAA. Once complete, this location is targeted to be the �rst hybrid heliport available for

early commercial air taxi operations in Abu Dhabi, and part of Archer’s broader infrastructure network in the UAE,

with early operations planned with Abu Dhabi Aviation (ADA).
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https://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.archer.com&esheet=54242723&newsitemid=20250423017462&lan=en-US&anchor=Archer&index=1&md5=81996a6283dc2649550a285d869fede3
https://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.investors.archer.com%2Fnews%2Fnews-details%2F2025%2FArcher-Unveils-Midnight-Launch-Edition-Commercialization-Program-with-Abu-Dhabi-Aviation-ADA-As-First-Customer-Planning-to-Deploy-Midnight-This-Year%2Fdefault.aspx&esheet=54242723&newsitemid=20250423017462&lan=en-US&anchor=planned+with+Abu+Dhabi+Aviation+%28ADA%29&index=2&md5=0a7c9dd8a71ca67fe3b2197f665b67e7


The GCAA has become the �rst civil aviation authority globally to develop regulatory standards for hybrid

infrastructure—a pioneering framework designed to support the safe, interoperable and e�cient operation of both

helicopters and eVTOLs from a single platform. Following industry consultation, these proposed standards are now

being �nalized and are on track for publication by July 2025, marking a signi�cant step toward the seamless

integration of advanced air mobility into existing aviation ecosystems.

Under this guidance, Archer and its partners plan to add charging infrastructure and upgrade landing and safety

systems to enable use by eVTOL aircraft. By upgrading an existing facility, Archer can capitalize on airspace

regulations, zoning and structures that are already in place, without incurring the cost and time it would take to

build a bespoke vertiport.

Archer selected this site because of its location at the cruise terminal, which is a thriving tourism hub welcoming

over 650,000 guests to its port each year. This location also serves as a gateway to some of the capital’s most

renowned cultural and leisure destinations, providing access to the Abu Dhabi Port, the Louvre Abu Dhabi, the

future Saadiyat Cultural District and the Corniche.

“This milestone is not just about infrastructure—it re�ects the UAE’s unwavering commitment to innovation and

global leadership in Advanced Air Mobility,” said H.E. Saif Mohammed Al Suwaidi, Director General of the GCAA.

“Through our close collaboration with Archer and Falcon Aviation Services, we are enabling a future where

sustainable, high-tech air transport becomes a core part of our urban landscape. This approval represents a new

era for civil aviation, driven by partnership and vision.”

“By developing the world’s �rst regulatory standards for hybrid infrastructure, the GCAA is positioning the UAE at

the forefront of global aviation innovation. This framework ensures that our air mobility infrastructure is safe,

e�cient, and adaptable—laying the foundation for the seamless integration of both helicopters and next-

generation eVTOL aircraft within a uni�ed operational environment,” said Aqeel Al Zarouni, Assistant Director

General of the GCAA – Aviation Safety A�airs Sector.

"Leveraging existing aviation assets is a cornerstone of our launch strategy. It allows us to move both quickly and

safely—getting critical infrastructure ready ahead of our planned commercial launch. This achievement has only

been possible through strong partnerships with the GCAA, ADIO and our local operating partners,” said Adam

Goldstein, CEO and co-founder of Archer.

“This heliport has long served as a gateway for visitors to explore Abu Dhabi from the sky, and its transformation

into a hybrid heliport marks an exciting new chapter. We are proud to support the UAE’s vision by introducing

future-ready infrastructure that not only enhances our tourism o�ering but also supports the shift toward more
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sustainable and advanced air mobility solutions,” said Captain Ramandeep Oberoi, CEO of Falcon Aviation Services.

Air Synapsis, a Dubai-based company that provides heliport and vertiport design, supplies and project management

services, supported the apron and airspace design work for the development of this hybrid vertiport.

About Archer

Archer is designing and developing the key enabling technologies and aircraft necessary to power the future of

aviation. To learn more, visit www.archer.com.

About Falcon Aviation Services

Falcon Aviation Services is a premier aviation services company in the UAE. Since its founding in 2006 under the

patronage of His Highness Sheikh Dr. Sultan bin Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan, the company has built a strong

reputation for delivering innovative, high-quality services to an esteemed clientele. Falcon Aviation Services

provides a wide range of Operational and Aviation Support Services, which include Aircraft Charter & Management,

Helicopter Sightseeing Tours, Oil and Gas Aviation Support, Maintenance Repair and Overhauling (MRO), Continuing

Airworthiness Management (CAMO), Heliport Management and Inspection, among others.

Falcon Aviation Services has �rmly established itself as a leading operator in the UAE and the MENA region aviation

industry for its commitment to quality, safety, and excellence.

For more information, please visit: www.falconaviation.ae

Forward-Looking Statements

This press release contains forward looking statements regarding Archer’s future business plans and goals,

including statements regarding its aircraft performance, the timing of Archer’s development, commercialization,

and certi�cation of its eVTOL aircraft, and plans relating to infrastructure buildout and operations in the UAE. In

addition, this press release refers to a collaboration agreement that is conditioned on the future execution by the

parties of additional binding de�nitive agreements incorporating the terms outlined in the collaboration

agreement, which de�nitive agreements may not be completed or may contain di�erent terms than those set forth

in the framework agreement. These forward-looking statements are only predictions and may di�er materially from

actual results due to a variety of factors. The risks and uncertainties that could cause actual results to di�er from

the results predicted are more fully detailed in Archer’s �lings with the Securities and Exchange Commission,

including its most recent Annual Report on Form 10-K, available at www.sec.gov. In addition, please note that any

forward-looking statements contained herein are based on assumptions that Archer believes to be reasonable as of
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the date of this press release. Archer undertakes no obligation to update these statements as a result of new

information or future events.

Source: Archer 
 

Text: ArcherIR

Archer Media Contacts 
 The Brand Amp - Archer@TheBrandAmp.com

Falcon Aviation Services Contacts 

Media Enquiries: communications@falconaviation.ae

Source: Archer Aviation
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