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AUSTIN, Texas, Oct. 09, 2025 (GLOBE NEWSWIRE) -- Ambiq Micro, Inc. (NYSE: AMBQ), a technology leader in ultra-

low-power semiconductor solutions for edge AI, today announced that TIME has listed Ambiq’s Subthreshold Power

Optimized Technology (SPOT®) platform as one of its Best Inventions of 2025 in the Arti�cial Intelligence category.

The award recognizes SPOT as a technology breakthrough that enables devices to run AI workloads locally with

unprecedented energy e�ciency, rede�ning what’s possible for intelligent, battery-powered systems.

To compile this year's list, TIME solicited nominations from TIME editors and correspondents worldwide, paying

special attention to emerging �elds—such as healthcare and AI. TIME then evaluated each contender on a number

of key factors, including originality, e�cacy, ambition, and impact.

Reimagining What’s Possible at the Edge

SPOT is a proprietary platform that has been proven to dramatically reduce total system power consumption in

battery-operated devices at scale. Originally conceived in 2010 by Ambiq’s Founder and CTO, Dr. Scott Hanson, at

the University of Michigan, devices incorporating SPOT run two to �ve times more e�ciently, extending battery life

and unlocking new capabilities for the growing Internet of Things (IoT) ecosystem.

From Lab Breakthrough to Global Impact

Subthreshold circuit design has long been a theoretical pursuit in electrical engineering, hindered by real-world
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challenges such as temperature drift, voltage instability, and scaling limitations. Ambiq’s engineering breakthroughs

are overcoming these barriers, making commercial subthreshold operation practical and manufacturable for the

�rst time.

Today, more than 280 million SPOT-powered chips have been shipped worldwide, powering some of the most

popular wearables, healthcare monitors, and IoT products on the market. Ambiq’s �agship Apollo System-on-Chip

(SoC) family, now in its �fth generation, continues to raise the bar for power-e�cient performance—enabling AI

applications once thought impossible in power-constrained devices.

AI Without Compromise

“In power-constrained devices, every milliwatt matters,” said Fumihide Esaka, CEO of Ambiq. “Manufacturers have

long been forced to trade performance for battery life. SPOT changes that equation—enabling larger neural

networks and smarter features without sacri�cing energy e�ciency. We’re deeply honored that TIME has

recognized the impact of this technology and its potential to put intelligence everywhere.”

Expanding the Edge AI Frontier

Since its early adoption in smartwatches—used by eight of the world’s top ten manufacturers—the SPOT platform

has evolved to power an expanding range of applications, including ECG monitors, smart glasses, hearing aids,

voice assistants, industrial sensors, gaming controllers, and security systems. Each new use case underscores

Ambiq’s mission to enable sustainable, always-on intelligence across industries.

Following its successful IPO on the New York Stock Exchange in July 2025, Ambiq continues to advance its vision of a

world where intelligent devices operate seamlessly at the edge—e�cient, connected, and everywhere.

Click the link to learn more about Ambiq’s recognition of SPOT in Time’s Best Invention of 2025.

About Ambiq
 

Headquartered in Austin, Texas, Ambiq’s mission is to enable intelligence (arti�cial intelligence (AI) and beyond)

everywhere by delivering the lowest power semiconductor solutions. Ambiq enables its customers to deliver AI

compute at the edge where power consumption challenges are the most severe. Ambiq’s technology innovations,

built on the patented and proprietary subthreshold power optimized technology (SPOT®), fundamentally deliver a

multi-fold improvement in power consumption over traditional semiconductor designs. Ambiq has powered over

280 million devices to date. For more information, visit www.ambiq.com.

Forward-Looking Statements
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The statements contained in this press release that are not historical facts are forward-looking statements. You can

identify forward-looking statements because they contain words such as “believes,” “expects,” “may,” “will,” “should,”

“seeks,” “intends,” “plans,” “estimates,” or “anticipates,” or similar expressions which concern our strategy, plans,

projections or intentions. By their nature, forward-looking statements are not statements of historical fact or

guarantees of future performance and are subject to risks, uncertainties, assumptions or changes in circumstances

that are di�cult to predict or quantify, including those described in the sections titled “Risk Factors” in Ambiq’s

�lings with the Securities and Exchange Commission. Ambiq undertakes no obligation to publicly update or review

any forward-looking statement, whether as a result of new information, future developments or otherwise, except

as may be required by any applicable securities laws.
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A photo accompanying this announcement is available at

https://www.globenewswire.com/NewsRoom/AttachmentNg/efad72c3-2cc6-4714-adbb-aaeb2d144be9
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